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The Alabama Association of Independent Colleges 
and Universities (AAICU) promotes and protects 
the interests of independent  higher education in 
Alabama and oversees scholarship fundraising 
efforts for students attending each of its fourteen 
member schools.  
 
  
These 14 member colleges and universities: 

 Employ almost 5,000 people 

 Generate well over $1.4 billion in economic 
impact each year 

 Are attended by more than 24,000 students  

 Provide some form of financial aid to over 
92% of these students  

 Offer a wide range of associate, bachelor,  
and graduate degree programs 

 Have an articulation agreement with all the 
state’s two year colleges that allows their  
students to seamlessly transfer to AAICU 
member colleges 

 Enroll a higher percentage of  “pell-grant”   
recipients than public four-year colleges 

 

These 14 member colleges possess excellence  
in teaching and technology, low faculty-student 
ratios, high retention of students, and  a unique, 
personal approach to education. These institutions 
teach students to master critical thinking skills, 
communicate effectively, gain an appreciation  
for the arts and humanities and a commitment to 
community service. 
 

AAICU is governed by a Board of Directors,       
currently chaired by Dr. Billy Hawkins, President 
of Talladega College.  The Board  is comprised of 
the college presidents of member institutions as 
well as business trustees from throughout the 
state. AAICU’s president is Paul Hankins, and he 
is responsible for leading the association on a day 
to day basis. 
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AAICU is excited to include data this year from six of  
Alabama's independent institutions: Faulkner University, 
Huntingdon College, Judson College, Spring Hill College, 
United States Sports Academy, and the University of  
Mobile.  Although participation in the Alabama Statewide 
Student Database by our member colleges is completely 
voluntary, by including our data, the state is able to paint a 
more complete picture of its higher education capacity for 
potential students, businesses, and economic development 
prospects.  
 
AAICU schools account for 14% of Alabama's bachelor 
degrees and 24% of Alabama's professional degrees while 
producing over $1.4B in direct economic impact within 
the state.  In addition, we have a formal articulation 
agreement with all of the two year colleges in the state's 
Alabama Community College System (ACCS) -- enabling 
their over 16,000 students a year who go on to four year 
colleges the ability to transfer seamlessly to our independ-
ent colleges throughout the state.  Our schools continue 
to support this initiative to include our data and we intend 
to increase the number of schools participating in the com-
ing year.  

General Paul Hankins, President  

Alabama Association of Independent Colleges 
and Universities (AAICU) 
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Birmingham Southern College             1856 

Faulkner University              1942 

Huntingdon College              1854 

Judson College               1838 

Miles College               1898 

Samford University              1841 

Amridge University              1967 

Spring Hill College              1830 

Stillman College               1876 

Talladega College              1867 

United States Sports Academy             1972 

University of Mobile              1961 

5950 Carmichael Place, Suite 213 
Montgomery, AL 36117 

Phone: 334-356-2220     Fax: 334-356-2202 
www.aaicu.net 

Institutions and Founding Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuskegee University              1881 

 

Message from General Paul Hankins 

Oakwood University               1896  
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