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SB88 Enrolled

Enrolled, An Act,

To make appropriations for the support, maintenance and
development of public education in Alabama, for debt service,
and for capital outlay for the fiscal year ending September
30, 2024. |

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:

Section 1. There is hereby appropriated for the support
of public education in Alabama for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2024, for debt service, and for capital outlay
to be paid out of funds specified in subsection (a) of Section
2 of this act and the amounts specified in subsections (a),
(b), (¢), (d), and (e) of Section 3 of this act. For the
purpose specified in subsection (b) of Section 2 of this act,
amounts are shown by programmatic area and the total for all
programs 1is shown so as to include estimated sources of funds
other than those listed in subsection (a) of Section 2 of this
act. For the purpose of this act, "ETF" shall mean the
Education Trust Fund and "Federal and Local Funds" shall mean
all gifts, grants, contributions, or entitlements, including
grants by the Congress of the United States, municipalities or
counties.

Section 2. (a) The appropriations provided for in this
act shall be paid from funds in the State Treasury to the
credit of the Education Trust Fund, Alabama Peace Officers'
Standards and Training Fund, Impaired Drivers Trust Fund,

Driver Education and Training Fund, Special Education

Page 1



28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51

52

Catastrophic Fund, Public School ‘Fund and other listed funds
and are hereby made for the support of public education in
Alabama for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2024, and the
appropriations herein made shall be subject to the provisions,
terms, conditions and limitations of the Budget and Financial
Control Act (Code of Alabama 1975, Sections 41-4-80 et seq.},
the provisions of the Budget Management Act of 1956 (Code of
Alabama 1975, Sections 41-19-1 et seq.), and shall be in the
amounts hereinafter specified.

{b) Amounts shown hereinunder the columns "QOther Funds”
and "Total" are as set forth for the purpose of establishing
amounts estimated to be available by programmatic area from
sources other than those listed in subsection (a) of this
Section 2, in order, upon consideration of such other funds so
estimated to be available, to promote the accountability for
an efficient use of funds available, and the same are hereby
appropriated by the Legislature. Provided, however, that
regardless of the ending date of any pay period which has been
or may be established by the Legislature for the payment of
salaries of state employees, the entire payment due shall be
made from the fiscal year's appropriation in which the pay
date falls.

(c) All appropriations made in Section 3 shall be at
the program level. Any directed expenditure of funds below a

program shall be from funds appropriated for the program.
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Section 4. (a) In addition to the appropriations herein made,
all gifts, grants, contributions, insurance proceeds or
entitlements, in excess of the amount carried in this act,
including grants by the Congress of the United States,
municipalities or counties, to any department, division,
board, bureau, commission, agency, institution, office or
officer of the State of Alabama are hereby appropriated and,
in the event the same are recurring, are reappropriated to
such department, division, board, bureau, commission, agency,
institution, office or officer to be used only for the purpose
cor purposes for which the grant or contribution was or shall
be made. Further, all state, county, municipal and educational
entities are authorized to disburse such sums as deemed
necessary by mutual agreement between said entities and the
State of Alabama, Department of Examiners of Public Accounts
to partially defray the cost of auditing services performed by
said agency. All such sums are hereby appropriated and
reappropriated if necessary to the Department of Examiners of
Public Accounts for audit services, to be expended through the
fund established by Section 41-~5A-22, Code of Alabama 1975.

(b} The State Superintendent of Education shall encourage the
Local Education Agencies to use federal stimulus funds

provided by the Congress of the United States through the
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Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund for
one-time, non-recurring allowable expenses to address the
coronavirus pandemic in Alabama public schools. The
Superintendent shall periodically report to the Finance
Director, Chairs of the Senate Finance and Taxation-Education
Committee, the House Ways and Means-Education Committee, and
the Legislative Fiscal Officer, regarding the planned and
actual expenditures of these funds by the Local Education
Agencies.

(c) The Local Education Agencies shall expend no less than
$100,000,000 of all federal stimulus funds provided by the
Congress of the United States to address the coronavirus
pandemic in Alabama public schools to implement the safely
opening schools program, to include, but not limited to:
screening, testing, isolation and quarantine of students and
school personnel with symptoms, in order to protect students,
teachers, and support personnel for schools to return to
full-time in-person education. Local school boards shall have
the choice to utilize the funds for the above purposes to the
degres that meets their individual needs.

Section 5. The State Superintendent of Education shall make
requisitions té the State Comptroller in favor of the proper
beneficiary in accordance with the law and rules and
regulations governing the expenditure or disbursement of any
and all funds appropriated to the State Department of
Education and/or the State Board of Education in this act,

whereupon the Comptroller shall issue her warrant therefor.
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All other appropriations in this act shall be paid after
proper requisitions are made to the State Comptroller in the
manner now provided by law.

Section 6. Nothing in this act shall be construed to affect or
repeal any law authorizing or permitting any college, school
or other education or eleemosynary institution of the State to
receive, collect or disburse any fees, tuitions, charges,
sales, endowments, trusts or income therefrom, which are now
or may hereafter be authorized to receive, collect or
disburse. The receiving college, school or institution shall
further maintain separate accounts for such receipts or shall
maintain a system of accounting which will show a cash flow of
such receipts received under the provision of this
appropriation.

Section 7. The appropriations made herein to the departments,
boards, offices, commissions, and agencies include the amounts
necessary and said departments, boards, offices, commissions,
and agencies are hereby directed to make the transfer of funds
to the State Personnel Department in the amounts enumerated in
the general appropriations act for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2024. All agencies and institutions enumerated
in this act that receive services from other governmental
agenclies enumerated in this act or the general appropriations
act shall make full payment in a timely manner (as determined
by the Department of Finance) for such services.

Section 8. All encumbered balances of a previous fiscal year

appropriation other than the exclusions authorized by the Code
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of Alabama 1975, Section 41-4-93, shall lapse no later than
September 30 of the fiscal year immediately following the
fiscal year for which the appropriation was made and shall
revert to the credit of the Education Trust Fund or earmarked
fund from which the appropriation or appropriations were made.
Section 9. Upon certification to the Director of Finance by
the State Attorney General that a federal court has ordered
the State of Alabama to pay claims, attorney fees, or other
costs relating to said court order, funds are hereby
appropriated to the affected department, board, bureau, or
commission in the amount necessary to satisfy that court
order. Such appropriations are in addition to any other
appropriation heretofore or hereafter made in this
appropriation act. Such appropriations are conditioned upon
the availability of funds and a determination by the Director
of Finance that other current appropriations are not available
for court-ordered payments.

Section 10. Local boards of education may exercise flexibility
among line item expenditures, not to create a reduction of
earned teacher units and/or local board of education support
personnel.

Section 11. The State Superintendent of Education may approve
a request by a local board of education for redirecting Other
Current Expense funds designated for pass-through calculations
to their local Child Nutrition Program if the redirected funds
do not prevent the Child Nutrition Program of that local board

of education from maintaining a one-month fund balance.
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Section 12. The appropriations made herein to the departments,
boards, offices, commissions and agencies include the amounts
necessary to pay the State Employees' Insurance Board (SEIB).
The SEIB rate shall be $977 per month for each full-time
employee for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2024. The
State Employees' Insurance Board will adjust the insurance
program wherever appropriate to maintain the aforementioned
fixed rate.

Section 13. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this act
or any other act, any amount from appropriations for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2023 to the various state
agencies and institutions in this act, including
appropriations from the Education Trust Fund, which are
unexpended and reverted on September 30, 2023 are hereby
reappropriated to the respective state agencies, offices and
institutions for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2023.
Section 14. (a) The At-Risk and High Hopes appropriations made
to the State Department of Education shall be expended as
follows: 50% shall be at the discretion of the State
Superintendent of Education and 50% shall be awarded in the
form of grants to school systems/entities for activities or
programs designed to enhance outcomes for At-Risk Students.
At-Risk Students shall be defined as students who have not met
proficiency standards for state accountability assessments and
one or more of the following apply: the student attends a
Title I school; qualifies for free or reducéd lunch; qualifies

for special education or Tier III intervention; or is an
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English language learner. In the awarding of grants,
preference will be given to undertakings that will directly
impact student achievement and improve performance on state
assessments to include remediation for students, after-school
and tutorial programs, career/technical programs, character
education, enrichment activities, programs that enhance
reading and mathematics abilities in students, activities that
increase grade-to-grade promotion, career and college
readiness and early warning and prevention programs. Programs
must employ evidence-based practices and measure student
growth and achievement using research-based norms and
criterion. Funds should be awarded on a per-pupil basis, with
no more than ten pefcent of the grant award going toward
personnel costs.

(b) In an effort to provide the best and most efficient
implementation for intervention and innovation in schools,
administration of the grant awards shall be éssigned to the
Alabama State Department of Education's Division of
Administrative and Financial Support with evaluative input
from other Alabama State Department of Education advisory
personnel, including the State Superintendent of Education, as
appropriate. The grant application process must require
districts to submit plans to the Alabama State Department of
Education detailing their intended use of the grant funds with
regard to student proficiency and growth. Grants may be
awarded any time after July lst so schools can prepare for the

new school year. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Alabama
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State Department of Education's Division of Administrative and
Financial Support shall make every reasonable effort to notify
grant recipients of awards by August 1, 2023. No funding will
be available until October 1, 2023. Grantees will have no
guarantee of funding until October 1, 2023.

(c¢) Upon the awarding of any grant funds, the Alabama State
Department of Education must submit a report to the Chairs of
the House Ways and Means-Education Committee, the Senate
Committee on Finance and Taxation-Education and the
Legislative Fiscal Officer that shall indicate the
grant-recipient districts and each district’s plan for those
funds. Those districts shall submit follow~-up reports
indicating the results of those plans from the previous school
year by July 31, 2024.

Section 15. (a) All nongovernmental entities, identified by
the Legislative Services Agency, which are allocated funds in
Section 3 of this act shall file a report with the Chairs of
the House Ways and Means-Education Committee, the Senate
Committee on Finance and Taxation-Education, Finance Director,
and the Legislative Fiscal Officer prior to the start of the
2024 Regular Session, regarding the proposed expenditures and
usage of the funds appropriated in the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2024. The Legislative Services Agency shall
provide notice to the identified nongovernmental entities
within 60 days following enactment of this act regarding the
reporting requirements and the methodology to submit reports

and format to be used, which may include an online platform.
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(b) In the event an entity was appropriated funds from the
Education Trust Fund in the fiscal year ending September 30,
2023, the entity shall also include in its report a detailed
breakdown of the expenditure and use of those funds, including
an inventory of the services delivered and number of clients
served, pursuant to guidelines established by the Legislative
Services Agency.

Section 16. The State Superintendent of Education shall notify
each local superintendent and finance officer of each local
education agency by email regarding the availability and
application process, including any required forms, for any
available grant opportunities during FY 2024. The State
Superintendent shall notify all members of the local
legislative delegation five days prior to the announcement of
any grant made to any entity located in the legislative
jurisdiction. The five days prior notice requirement shall be
waived in the event of a declared emergency. The Governor
shall encourage the Department to disburse the funds provided
herein on a nondiscriminatory basis.

Section 17. Each college or university receiving
appropriations from the Education Trust Fund in Section 3C
shall not use any appropriations to reduce or eliminate
tuition rates for high school students enrolled in dual
enrollment or early college programs with the college or
university unless specifically appropriated for that purpose.
Section 18. If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause,

provision or portion of this act or all or any portion of the
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appropriations herein made is held unconstitutional or
invalid, it shall not affect any other section, paragraph,
sentence, clause, provision or portion of this act or any
other appropriation or appropriations or portion thereof
hereby made not in and of itself unconstitutional or invalid.
Section 19. All laws or parts of laws, general, special,
private or local in conflict with or inconsistent with the
provisions of this act are hereby expressly repealed.

Section 20. This act shall become effective on October 1,

2023.
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2596 President and P egiding Officer of the Senate
2597

2598

2599 - T

2600 ” :

2601 Speaker of the Houbke of Representatives
2602

2603

2604 SB88

2605 Senate,K 04-May-23

2606 I hgpeby certify that the within Act originated in and passed
25607 the Senate, as amended.

2608

2609 Senate 25-May-23

2610 I hereby certify that the within Act originated in and passed
2611 the Senate, as amended by Conference Committee Report.
2612

2613 Patrick Harris,

2614 Secretary.

2615

2616

2617

2618

2619 House of Representatives

2620 Amended and passed: 25-May-23

2621

2622 House of Representatives

2623 Passed 25-May-23, as amended by Conference Committee Report.
2624 '

2625

2626

2627 ’ .

2628 By: Senator Orr
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