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Proposal for a New Degree Program 

I. Information and Rationale

A. Primary Contact Information

Institution: University of Alabama

Contact: Carmen Coleman

Title: Academic Program Development Specialist

Email: crjones18@ua.edu

Telephone: 205-348-3439

8. Program Information

Date of Proposal Submission: June 2025

Award Level: Master's Degree

Award Nomenclature (e.g., BS, MBA): MS

Field of Study/Program Title: Artificial Intelligence

CIP Code (6-digit): 11.0102

Proposed Delivery Method: In person

C. Administration of the Program:

Name of Dean and College: Clifford Henderson, College of Engineering

Name of Department/Division: Computer Science

Name of Chairperson: Shahram Rahimi

Name of Representative for Proposal (if not chair): Susan Vrbsky

D. Implementation Information

Proposed Program Implementation Date: 8/16/2026

Anticipated Date of Approval from Institutional Governing Board: June 2025 

Anticipated Date of ACHE Meeting to Vote on Proposal: September 2025 

SACSCOC Sub Change Requirement (Notification, Approval, or NA): Notification 

Other Considerations for Timing and Approval (e.g., upcoming SACSCOC review):
N/A 

The University of Alabama -Artificial Intelligence M.S. Proposal 1 







































INSTITUTION:
PROGRAM NAME: CIP CODE: 11.0102
SELECT LEVEL:

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 TOTAL

FACULTY $195,000 $410,000 $420,250 $430,756 $441,525 $452,563 $463,877 $2,813,972

ADMINISTRATION/STAFF $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

EQUIPMENT $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

FACILITIES $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

ASSISTANTSHIPS/FELLOWSHIPS $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

LIBRARY $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

ACCREDITATION AND OTHER COSTS $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

TOTAL EXPENSES $195,000 $410,000 $420,250 $430,756 $441,525 $452,563 $463,877 $2,813,972

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 TOTAL

REALLOCATIONS $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

EXTERNAL FUNDING $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

TUITION + FEES $239,760 $719,280 $719,280 $1,198,800 $1,438,560 $1,438,560 $1,438,560 $7,192,800

TOTAL REVENUES $239,760 $719,280 $719,280 $1,198,800 $1,438,560 $1,438,560 $1,438,560 $7,192,800

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 AVERAGE

FULL-TIME ENROLLMENT HEADCOUNT 30 30 50 60 60 60 48.33

PART-TIME ENROLLMENT HEADCOUNT 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00

TOTAL ENROLLMENT HEADCOUNT 30 30 50 60 60 60 48.33

NEW ENROLLMENT HEADCOUNT 20 30 40 40 40 40 35.00

YES YES YES YES YES

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 AVERAGE

DEGREE COMPLETION PROJECTIONS No data
reporting 10 20 30 40 40 40 30.00

ACADEMIC DEGREE PROGRAM PROPOSAL SUMMARY
University of Alabama
Artificial Intelligence
GRADUATE (MASTER'S)

ESTIMATED *NEW* EXPENSES TO IMPLEMENT PROPOSED PROGRAM

*NEW* REVENUES AVAILABLE FOR PROGRAM SUPPORT

ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS 
Note: “New Enrollment Headcount” is defined as unduplicated counts across years.

No data
reporting

Validation of Enrollment 

DEGREE COMPLETION PROJECTIONS
Note: Do not count Lead “0”s and Lead 0 years in computing the average annual degree completions. 



THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 
 

Resolution 
 

Granting Initial Approval of and Permission to Submit to the Alabama  
Commission on Higher Education (ACHE) a Proposal for a Master of  

Science (M.S.) degree in Artificial Intelligence (CIP Code 11.0102) in the 
Department of Computer Science in the College of Engineering  

 
WHEREAS, there is an urgent and growing need for professionals with expertise 

in artificial intelligence (AI) to design innovative AI techniques, apply existing 
methodologies, and critically assess the impact of AI on society and industry; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed degree program is intentionally structured to offer a 

rigorous, technical curriculum that equips students with the foundational knowledge 
and skills required to lead in the field of artificial intelligence and to pursue advanced 
research at the doctoral level; and 

 
WHEREAS, graduates of this program will be well-prepared to enter a wide 

array of professions, including but not limited to AI Developer, Data Scientist, Senior 
AI/ML Engineer, Computer and Information Systems Manager, Data Analyst, 
Computer Vision Engineer, and Big Data Engineer; and 

 
WHEREAS, employment opportunities for graduates span a broad spectrum of 

sectors, including healthcare, banking and financial services, e-commerce, 
manufacturing, automotive, government and military, pharmaceuticals, and 
agriculture; and 

 
WHEREAS, through comprehensive training in both artificial intelligence and 

computer science, graduates of this program will possess the interdisciplinary expertise 
needed to meet the increasing demand for AI professionals and to contribute 
meaningfully to innovation and progress across diverse industries; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of The 

University of Alabama that it grants initial approval of and permission to submit to the 
Alabama Commission on Higher Education (ACHE) a Proposal for a Master of Science 
(M.S.) degree in Artificial Intelligence (CIP Code 11.0102) in the Department of 
Computer Science in the College of Engineering at The University of Alabama. 
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